Route 460 Land Use and Connectivity Study
Carson Road Overview

Carson Road

"he most significant feedback recerved in this Study related to the current condition of Carson Eoad, Project K. Due to

the lack of other wiable relief roads, Carson Eoad cumrently serves as the altemate route for commuters [ooking to get

out of the Houte 460 traffic backups that occur daily. In the public engagement meetings and suryey's, speed, safety, and

traffic wolume on Carson Foad were consistently mentioned as the biggest traffic concerns.

Because Carson Foad s well known as a cut-though, the goal of recommendations for this road 1S to improve safety
while not creating a maore inviting cut-through altematree that will increase the total wolume of traffic on Carson Foad.

Carson Hoad s physically challenged wath steep topography, a narrowy (one lane) bridge, little to no shoulders in
some segments, and existing homes and propeties along the narmwyy nght-of-way. All of these elements create design
challenges for improvement options. While a typical public road realignment projectis an easy tool to consider here, there
1S wery little room for an actual realignment to happen wathout retaining walls, blasting rock, and property acguisition.

Fegarding safety, several iterations of improvement options were investigated, including a potential roundabout to
reduce speed and provide potential access to a greemway park envisioned forthe Glade Creelk area. The space needed
for a roundabout required a significant amount of land . Mumerous public commentswere recerved that rejected the wvalue
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Ultimately, Carson Hoad modifications should include mimar improvements to the road alignment, along with shoulder *14": i ::"‘?:ii‘:l |
and road width improvements. The alignment would generally follows the current alignment with mode st curyature idh/i"t 2 L “4 (;\ ,HJ‘ r@l
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mprovements to increase sight distances. lmprovements to the shoulder, including guardrails where warranted, would Ao A R N, T, Vi St F S B s
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reduce the danger for motarsts that might lose contral on Carson Hoad. Widened roads, though maybe by only ane or ",

twio feet for each lane, should be accompanied by narrow pavement markings that visually imply slower speeds. This

grves the dual benefit of slower and steadier traffic, but with additional paved matenal (outside the paint) If needed for
safety maneuvers.
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The significant improverment recommendation for Carson Foad 1s the replacement of the Glade Creek tributary bridge,
which should be improved to carry bwio lanes of traffic.

These improvements will likely include a high degree of environmental scrutiny and mitigation, as well as modest nght-
of-wway acouisition to fit the needed improvements. If built, this improved Carson Foad will dramatically increase safety

for those traveling it, and mode sthy iIncrease its capacity, while not becoming a primary route for motorsts avoiding Foute
40,
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