
ATAREGULARMEETINGOFTHEBOARDOFSUPERVISORSOFROANOKE
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, HELDATTHEROANOKECOUNTYADMINISTRATION

CENTER, TUESDAY, OCTOBER9,2018

RESOLUTION100918-1ADOPTINGALEGISLATIVEPROGRAMFOR
THE2019SESSIONOFTHEVIRGINIAGENERALASSEMBLYAND
PETITIONINGTHEGENERALASSEMBLYTOFAVORABLY
CONSIDERTHETOPICSANDISSUESADDRESSEDHEREIN

WHEREAS, theBoardofSupervisorsofRoanokeCounty, Virginia, hasidentified

majorlegislativeissuesofStatewideconcerntobeconsideredbythe2019sessionof

theVirginiaGeneralAssembly; and

WHEREAS, theBoardadoptsthisresolutionasitsLegislativeProgramforthe

2019sessionoftheVirginiaGeneralAssembly. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVEDbytheBoardofSupervisorsofRoanoke

County, Virginia, thatthefollowinglegislativeinitiativesaresubmittedforitslegislative

programforthe2019sessionoftheVirginiaGeneralAssemblyforitsfavorable

considerationandadoption.  

1) Transportation

a.TheCountycontinuestobeconcernedaboutfundingforourpublic

highwaysandroadways,andrespectfullyrequests: 

SupportandconsiderationofprojectsidentifiedintheRegional

StudyonTransportationProjectPrioritizationforEconomic

DevelopmentandGrowth (RVTPOTEDStudy, 2018); 

CompletionoftheInterstate81CorridorImprovementPlanwhichis

determiningpotentialrevenuesourcesandistargeting
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improvementsforInterstate81, withprojectslocatedinthe

RoanokeValleyofutmostimportancetoRoanokeCounty; 

FundingforconstructionofI-73; 

SupportforarobustRevenueSharingprogramwithsufficient

fundingtoencouragelocalitiestotargetandimproveroadways; 

Opposingapilotprogramfortrucksover90,000poundsonI-81so

astoavoidadditionaltrucktrafficonanover-crowdedinterstate.  

b.SMARTSCALE

WhiletheGeneralAssemblythroughHB2313 (2013) addressed

transportationneedsthroughouttheCommonwealthwiththe

SMARTSCALEprogram, theCountyurgescontinuedcloseand

ongoingmonitoringandevaluationoftheSMARTSCALEmodelto

ensurethatlocalneedsaremet. 

TheCountyurgesrestoredfundingfortheSecondarySix-Year

Plantofillinthefundinggapforgeneralroadwaystoassistlocal

governmentsinprovidingneededsecondaryroads. 

2) Telecommunications

a.Broadband

TheCountystronglysupportseffortstoexpandbroadband

capabilitiesinunderservedandruralareasincludingprotectingand

enhancinglocalauthoritytodeploybroadbandorpartnerwith

others, publicorprivate, toadequatelyserveunservedand

underservedareas.  
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Effortstoenhancethedeploymentsof5Gtechnologymustinclude

expansionofhigh-speedservicetoruralareas.  

3) EconomicDevelopmentandWorkforceDevelopment

TheVirginiaJobsInvestmentProgram (VJIP) receivedabudget

reductionof $3MforFY20duringthelastGeneralAssembly

session. TherestorationofthesefundsisparamounttotheVirginia

EconomicDevelopersAssociationandtotheRoanokeValley. VJIP

hassupportedthegrowthof14companiesinRoanokeCountyover

thelastfiveyears, leveragingthecreationorretrainingof881jobs

andover $130MMincapitalinvestment. Restoringandpreserving

jobtrainingfundsiscriticaltosupportthetrainingneedsofgrowing

companies.  

4) Opioids

TheCountysupportsallefforts, bothStateandfederal, tosupport

solutionstotheopioidcrisisfacingourcitizens.  

5) Children’sServicesAct

Proposelegislationtoallowtheoptionofapublicschoolspecial

educationalprogramestablishedandfundedjointlybyalocal

governingbodyandschoolboardforthepurposeofproviding

specialeducation, relatedservicesorbothwithinapublicday

school. Inthealternative, requestthattheDepartmentofEducation

developapilotprogramincertainlocalschooldivisionsallowinga

processforredirectingfederal, Stateandlocalfunds, includingCSA
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fundsforthepurposeofprovidingservicescurrentlyofferedina

privatedaysettinginthepublicschoolsettingasanalternative.  

Identifyapatronfromthelocallegislativedelegationtopursuethis

mission.  

6) RecreationalActivitiesandChildDayProgramsExemption

RequestclarificationandamendmenttoSection63.2-1715ofthe

StateCodetoexceptrecreationalandafterschoolprogramsrunby

localgovernmentsfromlicensureandtheVirginiaDepartmentof

SocialServicesoversight. 

Identifyapatronfromthelocallegislativedelegationtosponsorthe

bill.  

7) Advertising-PublicNotices

Theadventofsocialmediaandotherelectronicformsof

communicationhasfundamentallyreshapedthemeansfor

disseminatinginformationtothepublic. 

TheCountysupportslegislationthatwouldgrantlocalitiesgreater

flexibilitytomeetcertainlegalnoticerequirementsincludingthe

authoritytoadvertiselegalnoticesonlocalradio, televisionoron

thelocality’swebsite, inlieuofthenewspaperadvertisement

requirement.  

8) LawEnforcementandMentalHealth

TheCountystronglysupportsasustainedfocusbytheStateon

Virginia’smentalhealthservicessystemtoensure, through
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evaluationandinvestment, thatappropriateandeffectiveoutpatient

andin-patientservicesareavailableacrosstheCommonwealth.  

TheCountyencouragesreformsthatprovideforalternative

placementforlocaljailinmateswithseriousmentalhealthissues

whichshouldnotbelefttobeaddressedbyjailpersonnel. 

9) LocalRetentionofRevenueforInternetbasedservices

SupporttheCommonwealth’spositiononanyInternetSalesTax

revenuesthatallowforthegreatestimpactatthelocallevel. This

Boardintendstofollowthedebateovertheuseoffuturefundsto

bestfitmaximumandoptimaloutcomestotheRoanokeValleyafter

theU.S. SupremeCourtcase, SouthDakotav. Wayfair. 

10) StateandLocalFiscalRelationship

Specificlocalrevenueauthorityshouldnotbeupendedorrestricted

withoutgrantingalternativerevenuesources, includingBusiness,  

Professional, andOccupationalLicensestaxandMachineryand

Tooltaxdiscussion.  

TheCountyrequeststhatlocalgovernmentsbeincludedinstudy

commissionsorotherbodiesformedtoreviewlocalrevenue

authorityorgovernance.  

11)HouseSelectCommitteerecommendationsonSchoolSafety

RoanokeCountysupportsconsiderationoftheHouseSelect

CommitteeonSchoolSafetyrecommendations. 
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